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..:: How to Monetize Your Forum in 2020 ::.. 

[ 10 Proven & Profitable Methods ]  
 

Do you own a forum? I bet you’re leaving money on the table. Here are 10 methods that                                   
can increase your profits this year and beyond. Choose more than one and see which                             
combination gives you the best profit. 

1. Sell advertising directly 
Selling advertising directly to customers is one of the most popular ways for forum owners 
to monetize their communities.  
 

 
Advertising Offer page on TopGoldForum.com 

 
This works well for established communities but new forums don’t get requests too often 
because don’t have enough traffic and members. 
 

Communities that sell advertising directly: ForexPeaceArmy, TopGoldforum, 
UrbanPlanet.org, InvestorsHub, FinanceTemple, BlackHatWorld, WebmasterSun 

 
You should start selling advertising directly on your forum if you have an ads software                             
(some forum scripts supports this), you have enough advertising requests and don’t want                         
to share a cut with an advertising network. 
 

Action: Check your traffic stats, research your competitors and create an advertising offer                         
for your community. Then inform your members and outreach to companies to get sales. 

 

2. Join an advertising network 
If you have more than 40K page views monthly you can join advertising networks. Also,                             
you should do this if you’re not getting enough advertising requests or you don’t have time                               
to approach potential customers. The downside is that these advertising networks get                       
around 25-45% of the money the advertisers are paying. 
 

1 

https://topgoldforum.com/
https://monetize.info/
https://www.forexpeacearmy.com/ad
https://topgoldforum.com/advertise/
https://www.urbanplanet.org/forums/store/category/2-advertising/
https://investorshub.advfn.com/boards/media_kit.aspx
https://financetemple.com/store/
https://www.blackhatworld.com/pages/advertise/
https://www.webmastersun.com/threads/776-advertise-with-us
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Advertising networks I recommend for forum owners: BuySellAds, AdClerks, Adsense. 
 

Communities that sell advertising space through a network: LowEndBox, 
AndroidCentral.com, ForeverPontiac, NeoGaf.com, Offtopic.com 

 

Action: Check your traffic stats and apply to an advertising network. If you’re getting                           
sales then keep going on with that network otherwise start making changes. 

 
3. Paid Premium Memberships 
There are many communities that have a premium paid membership with more benefits 
that free have. 
 

Here are several benefits you can offer to your premium members: 
● Access to a special sub-forum where you can share exclusive information 
● Remove advertising for premium members 
● Special badge and mentions (different text colour, member group etc) 
● Discounts on other purchases 
● Member’s signature may contain adverts/links 
● More private messages storage space 

 
Most of the community platforms support the purchasing of paid membership. If yours 
doesn’t, you can simply create a premium members group and upgrade them manually 
once they paid. 
 

Communities that have paid memberships and you may get inspired: 
LinusTechTips.com, SimplyDiscus.com, EnduranceNation.us, ClickNewz.com  

 

 
Premium Membership Plans of LinusTechTips.com 

 
Adding a premium membership can increase your community profits without doing any 
harm to users. In fact, many of them will be happy to show their support by purchasing a 
premium membership. You can charge anywhere between $5 - $100 monthly. 
 

Action: Think on a list of features your members will want and will happily pay for a                                 
premium membership plan. Then create 1-3 premium plans and encourage members to                       
upgrade and support your community. 
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https://topgoldforum.com/
https://monetize.info/
https://busellads.com/
https://adclerks.com/
https://www.google.com/adsense/start/
https://www.buysellads.com/buy/detail/12523
https://www.androidcentral.com/
https://foreverpontiac.com/
https://www.neogaf.com/
https://offtopic.com/
https://linustechtips.com/main/store/category/3-subscriptions/
http://forum.simplydiscus.com/showthread.php?104050
https://www.endurancenation.us/plans-pricing/
https://www.clicknewz.com/orders/signup
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4. Sell sponsored posts 
A sponsored blog post is a popular way of blogging for profit. In a nutshell, a company pays 
you to write about their products on your blog. They may even write the post themselves, 
so all you have to do is to upload and publish. 
 

Communities that accept sponsored posts: TopGoldForum, CrackBerry, Investing.com, 
ForexPeaceArmy, SitePoint.com 

 
If your forum software doesn’t have a CMS you can install Wordpress and start writing. As 
your forum is already established it may have nice SEO metrics and an audience that will 
attract companies looking to get backlinks and exposure. You can charge anywhere 
between $60 - $200 for a sponsored post. 
 

Sites and networks where you can list your sponsored post offer: Outreach.buzz, 
Accesily.com, GuestPostTracker.com, Content Manager, GuestPosts.com 

 

Action: Start writing at least 10 posts in your forum/blog and then create a buy a                               
sponsored post page like this one. 

 
5. Add a shop  
 
As your community is built on people that share a common passion or interest you may 
set-up a shop and sell some merchandise. The most common community software (like 
Invision Community) let you set up shops inside the platform. If yours doesn’t, you can 
easily set up a shop using Shopify or Wordpress and Woocommerce on a subdomain. 
 

 
Official Shop of LinusTechTips.com 

 
There are many items you can sell starting with digital items (checklists, templates, training 
materials), promotional materials (t-shirts, hats, pencils) with your community brand, and 
products related to your industry, niche (You can find a partner that will take care of 
shipping and handling). 
 

Communities that added a shop: LinusTechTips, ih8mud, DogForum.co.uk 
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https://topgoldforum.com/
https://monetize.info/
https://topgoldforum.com/forum/33-tgf-marketplace-buy-and-sell-digital-goods/
https://crackberry.com/
https://www.investingmediakit.com/en/home/a/main/
https://www.forexpeacearmy.com/ad
https://www.sitepoint.com/
https://outreach.buzz/add-your-blog/
https://accessily.com/
https://guestposttracker.com/
https://contentmanager.io/
https://www.guestposts.com/
https://monetize.info/buy-a-sponsored-post/
https://invisioncommunity.com/
https://www.shopify.com/
https://woocommerce.com/
https://ltt.chrono.gg/
https://linustechtips.com/
https://www.ih8mud.com/
https://teespring.com/stores/dogforum
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Action: Create a list of products you may offer to your members look for suppliers and                               
start selling :) 

6. Add a business/links directory 
 
Your community is enriched by people interested in a topic and as long as there are 
services/products available for selling then your members will buy them.  
 

 
Link Directory of FinanceTemple.com listing financial services 

 
If your community is about digital marketing charge people to add their agency in the 
directory. If you talk about auto parts, invite auto repair shops to list in the directory, etc.  
 

Communities that accept sponsored posts: TopGoldForum, InvestOpen, 
FinanceTemple, ForumPromotion, DogForum.co.uk, AffiliateFix  

 
You can charge anywhere between $25 - $100 for listing depending on your traffic. 
 

Action: Create a directory on your forum and invite suppliers, partners and related                         
businesses to add their company. Decide if the listing price will be yearly or lifetime. 

7. Add a marketplace 
 
A marketplace can bring you more traffic and it can increase your members’ engagement 
as users will buy and sell products and services related to your niche.  
 
You can offer marketplace access to premium members and/or charge for listing a 
product/service for sale. You can charge anywhere between $5 - $30 for a selling thread 
based on your members’ number. 
 

Communities that have marketplaces and you may get inspired: BlackHatWorld, 
TopGoldForum, SimpleTractors, WarriorForum, UnrealEngine, WebHostingTalk, 
UKBusinessForums, AffiliateFix, WebmasterSun   
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https://topgoldforum.com/
https://monetize.info/
https://financetemple.com/links/
https://topgoldforum.com/forum/33-tgf-marketplace-buy-and-sell-digital-goods/
https://www.investopen.com/investmentdirectory/
https://financetemple.com/links/
https://forumpromotion.net/forum/resources/
https://dogforum.co.uk/dogfriendlydirectory/
https://www.affiliatefix.com/resources/
https://www.blackhatworld.com/forums/#the-marketplace.73
https://topgoldforum.com/forum/33-tgf-marketplace-buy-and-sell-digital-goods/
https://simpletractors.com/classifieds/
https://www.warriorforum.com/warrior-special-offers/
https://forums.unrealengine.com/unreal-engine/marketplace
https://www.webhostingtalk.com/forumdisplay.php?f=29
https://www.ukbusinessforums.co.uk/forums/ukbf-marketplace.114/
https://www.affiliatefix.com/forums/marketplace/
https://www.webmastersun.com/
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Action: Create a new forum category and invite members to post Buy/Sell ads. After                           
some time you can charge for ads and/or sticky topics or topic bumps. 

8) Join an affiliate program 
 
Affiliate marketing is huge and if you choose the right products to promote you can make 
a 20-50% of the sellers’ profit without actually owning the product. Choose products that fit 
your members’ interest. You may even purchase them or ask for a sample, recommend 
them to your community and start receiving commissions. 
 

.Affiliate networks I recommend for forum owners: Amazon Associates,  CJ.com, JVZoo, 
ShareASale.com, MaxBounty, FlexOffers.com, Awin.com. 

 

Action: Make a list of possible products your members want and look for affiliate                           
networks where the sellers are listed, join and start promoting. If some products don’t                           
perform, replace them. 

9) Join a CPA network 
Making money through CPA offers is very profitable for forum owners. You should choose 
CPA offers that pay on leads and are relevant for your audience. If you’re new to the CPA 
marketing world check this guide: CPA Marketing for Beginners [Full 2020 Guide]. 
 

 
OfferVault.com aggregates 53974 CPA offers you can sort by niche, type etc  
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https://topgoldforum.com/
https://monetize.info/
https://affiliate-program.amazon.com/
https://www.cj.com/
https://www.jvzoo.com/
https://www.shareasale.com/
https://www.maxbounty.com/
https://www.flexoffers.com/
http://awin.com/
https://monetize.info/cpa-marketing-for-beginners/
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Sites and networks where you can find CPA offers: OfferVault.com [agregator], 
MaxBounty, Clickbooth, PeerFly 

 

Action: Go to OfferVault and look for CPA offers that fit your audience then join a CPA                                 
network and start promoting them in your forum. 

 

10) Write an ebook or record a video course 
As a community owner, you are seen by your members as an authority figure in that                               
particular niche. You can easily share your knowledge and make profits by launching a paid                             
video course, webinar or even write a book or e-book. 
 

 

 

Community owners that sell ebooks:  TheFastLaneForum, SitePoint.com 

 

Action: Choose a topic you’re the best at teaching, see if there is a demand for it and start                                     
writing or recording. You can offer the 1st chapter for free as a teaser for your members.  

Conclusion 
 
There you have it. You reached the end of our booklet: The 10 proven and profitable                               
methods to monetize your forum in 2020. 
 
There are 35 profitable communities we’ve analyzed that use one or more of these                           
methods so there isn’t absolutely anything that will stop you to implement and start                           
increasing your income. 

Need help with monetization? 
 

 
I’m Daniel Stanica and I’ve helped 30 
community and website owners to make 
more money with their sites. 
Need help? Let’s get in touch: 
daniel@mediadigi.com   
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https://topgoldforum.com/
https://monetize.info/
https://www.offervault.com/
https://www.maxbounty.com/
https://www.clickbooth.com/
https://peerfly.com/
https://www.offervault.com/
https://www.thefastlaneforum.com/community/
https://www.sitepoint.com/
mailto:daniel@mediadigi.com

